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Notice 
Remember, our mailing  

address has changed (p.8)  
 

Also, by special  
request, our bank  

details are provided for 
those who wish to pay for 
Conference tickets online.  

See p.6.  
 

Finally, don’t forget to send 
us your address so that we 

can supply your tickets.  
See p.8 for our  
contact details.  

October:  

Month of the Holy Rosary 

See p.2 to read extracts from the article  

How Extremist Gun Culture Is Trying to Co-opt the Rosary.  

 A priest posted the image below, with ‘warning’, on  

Twitter...(WARNING: The image below contains rosaries.)  

Dangerous Extremist Catholics Use 

Rosaries To Promote Violence 
Democrat/Left Wing USA Publication... 
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The Most Holy Rosary Attacked 

Where Are The Hate Crime Police When You Need Them?  

America Correspondent   

Just as the AR-15 rifle has become a sacred 
object for Christian nationalists in general, 
the rosary has acquired a militaristic mean-
ing for radical-traditional (or “rad trad”) 
Catholics. On this extremist fringe, rosary 
beads have been woven into a conspiratorial 
politics and absolutist gun culture. These 
armed radical traditionalists have taken up a 
spiritual notion that the rosary can be a 
weapon in the fight against evil and turned it 
into something dangerously literal.  

 

Their social-media pages are saturated with 
images of rosaries draped over firearms, 
warriors in prayer, Deus Vult (“God wills 
it”) crusader memes, and exhortations for 
men to rise up and become Church Militants. 
Influencers on platforms such as Instagram 
share posts referencing “everyday carry” and 
“gat check” (gat is slang for “firearm”) that 
include soldiers’ “battle beads,” handguns, 
and assault rifles. One artist posts illustra-
tions of his favorite Catholic saints, clergy, 
and influencers toting AR-15-style rifles 
labeled SANCTUM ROSARIUM alongside 
violently homophobic screeds that are  
celebrated by social-media accounts with 
thousands of followers.  

 

The theologian and historian Massimo  
Faggioli has described a network of con-
servative Catholic bloggers and commentary 
organizations as a “Catholic cyber-militia” 
that actively campaigns against LGBTQ 
acceptance in the Church. These rad-trad 
rosary-as-weapon memes represent a social-
media diffusion of such messaging, and they 
work to integrate ultraconservative Catholi-
cism with other aspects of online far-right 
culture. The phenomenon might be tempting 
to dismiss as mere trolling or merchandising, 
and ironical provocations based on tradition-
alist Catholic symbols do exist, but the far 
right’s constellations of violent, racist, and 
homophobic online milieus are well docu-
mented for providing a pathway to radicali-
zation and real-world terrorist attacks.  

 

The rosary—in these hands—is anything but 
holy. But for millions of believers, the beads, 
which provide an aide-mémoire for a se-
quence of devotional prayers, are a widely 
recognized symbol of Catholicism and a 
source of strength. And many take genuine 
sustenance from Catholic theology’s concept 
of the Church Militant and the tradition of 
regarding the rosary as a weapon against 
Satan. As Pope Francis said in a 2020 ad-
dress, “There is no path to holiness … with-

Below, extracts from an article 
(14/8/22) by Daniel Panneton in The 
Atlantic, entitled How Extremist Gun 
Culture Is Trying to Co-opt the  
Rosary [in USA].   We discussed this 
nonsense on our blog on 16/8/22. un-
der the more accurate headline  
Ignoramus Claims Rosary a Symbol of Far-Right 
Violent Extremism: Hate-Crime Police…  
Helloooo!    

out spiritual combat,” and Francis is only 
one of many Church officials who have 
endorsed the idea of the rosary as an arma-
ment in that fight.  

 

In mainstream Catholicism, the rosary-as-
weapon is not an intrinsically harmful 
interpretation of the sacramental, and this 
symbolism has a long history. In the 1930s 
and ’40s, the ultramontane Catholic stu-
dent publication Jeunesse Étudiante 
Catholique regularly used the concept to 
rally the faithful. But the modern radical-
traditionalist Catholic movement—which 
generally rejects the Second Vatican  
Council’s reforms—is far outside the ma-
jority opinion in the Catholic Church in 
America. Many prominent American  
Catholic bishops advocate for gun control, 
and after the Uvalde school shooting,  
Bishop Daniel Flores of Brownsville, Tex-
as, lamented the way some Americans 
“sacralize death’s instruments.”…  

 

Some doctrinal differences and divisions 
remain. Many radical-traditional Catholic 
men maintain the hard-line position that 
other forms of Christianity are heretical, 
and hold that Catholics alone adhere to the 
one true Church. Christian nationalism’s 
nativism and its predilection for “Great 
Replacement” theory alienate some radical
-traditional Catholics who are not white or 
who were not born in the United States, 
and deep veins of anti-Catholicism persist 
among far-right Protestants.  

 

Yet the convergence within Christian na-
tionalism is cemented in common causes 
such as hostility toward abortion-rights 
advocates. The pro-choice protests that 
followed the leaked early draft of the  
Supreme Court decision in Dobbs v. Jack-
son Women’s Health Organization, which 
overturned Roe v. Wade, led to a profusion 
of social-media posts on the far-right fanta-
sizing about killing activists, and such 
forums responded to Pride month this year 
with extremist homophobic and transpho-
bic “groomer” discourse. Rad-trad net-
works are also involved in organizing ro-
sary-branded events that involve weapons 
training.  

 

Catholics are taught to love and forgive 
their enemies, that to do otherwise is a sin. 
But the extremist understanding of spiritu-
al warfare overrides that command. To do 
battle with Satan—whose influence in the 
world is, according to Catholic demonolo-
gy, real and menacing—is to deploy vio-
lence for deliverance and redemption. The 
“battle beads” culture of spiritual warfare 
permits radical-traditional Catholics literal-
ly to demonize their political opponents 
and regard the use of armed force against 
them as sanctified. The sacramental rosary 
isn’t just a spiritual weapon but one that 
comes with physical ammunition. 
Ed:  What an idiot!  This man needs to be  
attached to his mother’s apron strings, forever! 
He should not be out alone, day or night!  
As we say in Scotland: Gonnae gimme patience! 

Popes & Saints  

Speak…  
“Give me an army saying the  
Rosary and I will conquer 
the world.” - Pope Bl. Pius IX                           

 

“The word rosary means “Crown of  
Roses,” that is to say that every time people 

say the Rosary devoutly they place a 
crown of one hundred and fifty-three 
white roses and sixteen red roses 

upon the heads of Jesus and Mary. 
Being heavenly flowers these roses 
will never fade or lose their  
exquisite beauty.”    
                          - St. Louis De Montfort  

 
“One day through the Rosary and 
the Scapular I will save the 
world.”  

   -Blessed Virgin Mary to St. Dominic  
 

“Never will anyone who says his 
Rosary every day be led astray. This 
is a statement that I would 

gladly sign with my blood.”  
  - Saint Louis de Montfort  

 
  “The Rosary is THE WEAPON.”  
                             - St. Padre Pio   
 

“There is no surer means of calling   
down God’s blessing upon the  
family than the daily recitation of 

the Rosary.”      
                           - Pope Pius XII     

                    

“Among all the devotions approved by the 
Church none has been favoured by so many 
miracles as the devotion of the most 
Holy Rosary. ” -Pope Pius IX                               
 

CHURCH NOTICE  

Do not leave your mobiles, 

purses, wallets,  

handbags, unattended 

—others may think  

it’s an answer to their prayers.  

 See Rosary 

Miracles, 

p.10 
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Catholics in Government in USA 
Political Correspondent 

President Joe Biden (Democrat) makes a big 
deal out of his Catholic Faith, yet he  
supports abortion up to birth, same-sex 
marriage, and transgenderism.  This is a 
cause of immense scandal, precisely  
because of the way Biden speaks about the 
importance of the Faith in his life—it’s just 
not important enough to embrace and live 
fully, it seems:  [Joe Biden’s] aggressive 
assault on the unborn and the sanctity of 
marriage, family life, and gender are insidi-
ous and dangerous. His platform as the 
President of the United States allows him to 
spread these errors far and wide, and he 
would be culpable for the loss of souls that 
will proceed from these errors. (Catholic 
Stand, 3/3/21)  

 

Similarly, Nancy Pelosi, another prominent  
US Democrat politician, lives in public 
opposition to Catholic moral teaching on the 
same issues.  

This, from the Catholic News Agency:  U.S. 
House of Representatives Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi spoke about being a “devout”  
Catholic in an on-stage discussion on  
Tuesday, while defending her staunch  
support of legalized abortion and arguing 
that the Supreme Court should not overturn 
Roe v. Wade — positions that place her 
sharply at odds with Church teaching. 

 

“This [topic] really gets me burned up in 
case you didn't notice, because again I'm 
very Catholic, devout, practicing, all of 
that. They would like to throw me out. But 
I'm not going because I don't want to make 
their day,” the California Democrat said. 
(Catholic News Agency, 25/3/22)   

 

Pelosi received a lifetime pro-LGBT 
achievement award in 2013, has advocated 
for trans rights and decried rising US trans 
murder rates.  

She also appeared as a special guest judge on 
Ru Paul’s Drag Race.  

 

Pelosi has also been one of the few senior 
politicians around the world to confront Rus-
sian Federation leader Vladimir Putin on 
LGBT rights. (Pink News 9/7/18) 
 

Here, again, due to the negligence of the 
American bishops to act decisively to end 
scandals such as the above, the Church is 
brought into disrepute across the world, and 
souls are being led astray, possibly into Hell, 
to suffer for all eternity.  Although Nancy 
Pelosi’s own bishop prohibited her from 
receiving Holy Communion (see Canon 
Law, # 915), other bishops have allowed her 
to approach for the Eucharist. This under-
mines the authority of the individual bishops 
who are faithfully applying Canon Law, and 
so adds to the scandal.    

St. Thomas More,  

patron saint of politicians, pray for us!  
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St Thomas More Pilgrimage  - June, 2022 

 
Hugh Williams 

St Thomas More  

 

I first began to draw near to this glorious 
English Saint in the late 1960s when, while 
still a Protestant, I watched A Man for All 
Seasons, with Paul Schofield in the title role. 
After being received into the Church, I start-
ed to realise that my journey to reception 
had been marked by a number of milestones 
– episodes in my life that had, as it were, 
buttered me up, and prepared me to accept 
the Truth of the Catholic Church – and it 
became clear to me that the act of watching 
this film, and being deeply affected by it, 
was one of them. And then, once I had set-
tled into my new and wonderful Catholic 
existence, I began to see the awful reality of 
what had actually happened at the time of 
the Reformation – the truth of which having 
been hidden from me during my expensive 
education – and that discovery made me 
realise that St Thomas More simply had to 
become my travelling companion during my 
new spiritual life. That said, I am ashamed to 
admit that, during the decades that followed 
my conversion, I had singularly failed him in 
terms of honouring him with a pilgrimage to 
the site of his home in Chelsea, and then 
going from there to his place of execution on 
Tower Hill, just outside the Tower of Lon-
don. And so this is what a close Catholic 
friend of mine and I did in early June 2022.  

 

The site of his home is honoured by a large 
statue of St Thomas More on the Chelsea 
Embankment.  

Although the modernists have honoured him 
in this way, and it is especially gratifying to 
be able to see him large as life as he looks 
south over the river Thames from just out-
side Chelsea Old Church, it is pretty shock-
ing to see him entitled simply “Sir Thomas 
More”.  If visitors wish to learn that he was 
a Saint,  I am sorry to say this key word can 
only be found at the back—see photo, top of 
column 2.   

And then just upstream of this statue one 
can enter Roper’s Garden (Roper was 
More’s son-in-law), though that today is 
disgracefully dominated by the statue of a 
nude nymph.  
 
Having said some prayers in his honour we 
decided to head for the Tower of London, 
which entailed us catching the Under-
ground. However, once we reached West-
minster and saw that we could proceed 
from there to the Tower by a river steamer, 
we decided to jump out of our train and 
step aboard a waiting river cruiser. After 
all, going by river is exactly how St Thom-
as would have travelled, and especially on 
his last journey to the Tower and eventual 
execution on 6th July 1535.  

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

On our way we passed Southwark  
Cathedral, the relevance of which will be 
revealed at the end.  

But alighting at the Tower was not the end 
of our journey because, if one wants to find 
the place of execution, none of the guides 
that litter the surrounds of the Tower seems 
to know where it is. Worse still, there are no 
signs. And so my friend and I conducted a 
series of treks around the north of the  
Tower, including a figure of eight by means 
of pedestrian underpasses, until, after about 
half an hour’s searching, we met someone 
who could point us the way. And so eventu-
ally, tired and needing to sit down, we found 
it.  

As with the lacklustre tributes that are paid 
to our great saint in Chelsea, so too here the 
honour that the authorities have paid to this 
grim site is, one has to say, insulting to the 
memory of those who gave their lives for 
the Faith.  

To begin with there is no sign announcing 
that you have arrived at the scene of their 
heroic sacrifice and then, even worse, and 
again as at Chelsea, our Saint is simply 
described as “Sir”. And if you are able to 
read this plaque, please note how More’s 
friend and fellow Catholic Martyr, St John 
Fisher is also denied his true and proper title 
of “Saint”.  

Continued on p.5 
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St Thomas More Pilgrimage Continued from p.4 

If anyone else wants to follow in our foot-
steps to the site of execution, and is unsure 
where to go, if you look at a map of the 
Tower, and let your eye run north over the 
great moat (shown here in the thick and 
curving shaded outline as it curves around 
the walls of the Tower) and then further 
north over the A100, the thick arrow marks 
the site.  

For those who are unfamiliar with  
St Thomas More, he was King Henry VIII’s 
Chancellor, the equivalent of prime minister 
today; and he was sent to his execution for 
refusing to accept that Henry had become, 
as he had appointed himself, “Pope”. More 
and St John Fisher, the Bishop of Rochester, 
stood firm over this key aspect of spiritual 
supremacy, when nearly everyone else in 
authority, both spiritual and secular, had 
meekly caved in to Henry’s threats, and 
accepted the break with Rome. Indeed, one 
of the most staggering aspects of that time, 
was how so few stood up for the Truth. As 
on Calvary, when Our Blessed Saviour was 
deserted and betrayed by both secular and 
spiritual authority, and abandoned by all but 
His blessed mother, St John and a handful of 
courageous and holy women, so too in the 
sixteenth century, nearly all of those who 
really should have known better, turned 
against The Truth, with very few brave 
enough to defend it with their lives,   
St Thomas More and St John Fisher being 
two such courageous exceptions.  

And doesn’t one see it happening again 
today, with nobody in authority standing up 
for the Truth? We are looking at the vast 
and ever-advancing steamroller of Satanism 
that plans to destroy not only us, but our 
whole way of life, and with it, our Faith. 
And so, when we consider the dishonour 
that today’s authorities give to St Thomas 
More, I believe that it is very important to 
counter their carelessness by regularly  
invoking this wonderful Saint, who has seen 
this sort of crisis happen before; who knows 
the right thing to do, and who will show us 
the way.   St Thomas More, pray for us!  

Bishop John Fisher 

English Saint and Martyr... 

Saint John Fisher was also known as John of Rochester or John Fisher of  

Rochester. He was a Catholic bishop, cardinal, and theologian born on October 19 

1469 in Beverley, Yorkshire, England, and died on June 22 1535 in Tower Hill, 

London, England. His feast day is celebrated on June 22 every year in the Catholic 

Church.  Extracts below taken from catholictradition.org  

The last four days of the Saint's life were 
sunshine. All his depression of soul had 
left him, so that his jailors marvelled at the 
joy and sense of freedom which possessed 
him. At five o'clock in the morning of 22 
June, the Lieutenant of the Tower came to 
his bedside and found him fast asleep. 
Waking the prisoner gently, Walsingham 
broke the news of his execution with great 
courtesy and sympathy. The cardinal 
thanked him, and asked when it was to be. 
When he learned that the hour fixed was 
ten o'clock, he made answer:  Well, then, I 
pray you, let me sleep an hour or two, for I 
may say to you, I slept not much this night; 
and yet, to tell you the truth, not for any 
fear of death, I tell you, but by reason of 
my great infirmity and weakness.  

 

And he turned over and went to sleep 
again. When he was awakened he called to 
his man to help him up, and commanded 
him to take away the shirt of hair he al-
ways wore, and to lay him forth a clean 
white shirt and all his best apparel, saying: 
"Dost thou not mark that this is our  
marriage day, and that it behoveth us, 
therefore, to use more cleanliness for  
solemnity of the marriage sake?"   

 

When he came out of the Tower, a summer 
morning's mist hung over the river, wreath-
ing the buildings in a golden haze. Two of 
the Lieutenant's men carried him in a chair 
to the gate, and there they set him down, 
while waiting for the Sheriffs. The cardinal 
stood up and leaning his shoulder against a 
wall for support, opened the little New 
Testament he carried in his hand. "O 
Lord," he said, so that all could hear him, 
"this is the last time I shall ever open this 
book. Let some comforting place now 
chance to me whereby I, Thy poor servant, 
may glorify Thee in my last hour" - and 
looking down at the page, he read:   

 

“Now this is etemal life: that they may 
know Thee, the one true God, and Jesus 
Christ Whom Thou has sent I have glori-
fied Thee on earth: I have finished the 
work which Thou gavest me to do”  (John, 
17:3-4).   

 

Whereupon he shut the book, saying: 
"Here is even learning enough for me to 
my life's end." His lips were moving in 
prayer, as they carried him to Tower Hill. 
And when they reached the scaffold, the 
rough men of his escort offered to help him 
up the ladder. But he smiled at them: "Nay, 
masters, now let me alone, ye shall see me 
go up to my death well enough myself; 
without help." And forthwith he began to 
climb, almost nimbly. As he reached the 
top, the sun appeared from behind the 
clouds, and its light shone upon his face. 

He was heard to murmur some words from 
Psalm 33: Accedite ad eum, etilluminamim, 
et facies vestræ non confundentur. The 
masked headsman knelt—as the custom 
was— to ask his pardon. And again the   
cardinal's manliness dictated every word of 
his answer: "I forgive thee with all my heart, 
and I trust on Our Lord Thou shalt see me 
die even lustily." Then they stripped him of 
his gown and furred tippet, and he stood in 
his doublet and hose before the crowd which 
had gathered to see his death. A gasp of pity 
went up at the sight of his "long, lean, slen-
der body, nothing in manner but skin and 
bones . . . the flesh clean wasted away; and a 
very image of death, and as one might say, 
death in a man's shape and using a man's 
voice." He was offered a final chance to save 
his life by acknowledging the royal suprema-
cy, but the Saint turned to the crowd, and 
from the front of the scaffold, he spoke these 
words:   

 

“Christian people, I am come hither to die 
for the faith of Christ's Catholic Church, and 
I thank God hitherto my courage hath served 
me well thereto, so that yet hitherto I have 
not feared death; wherefore I desire you help 
me and assist me with your prayers, that at 
the very point and instant of my death's 
stroke, and in the very moment of my death, I 
then faint not in any point of the Catholic 
Faith for fear; and I pray God save the king 
and the realm, and hold His holy hand over 
it, and send the king a good counsel.”   

 

... a murmur of admiration was still rustling 
the crowd when they saw him go down on 
his knees and begin to pray. They stood in 
awed silence while he said the Te Deum in 
praise of God, and the Psalm [70] In Thee O 
Lord have I put my trust, the humble request 
for strength beyond his own. Then he signed 
to the executioner to bind his eyes. For a 
moment more he prayed, hands and heart 
raised to Heaven. Then he lay down and put 
his wasted neck upon the low block. The 
executioner, who had been standing back, 
took one quick step forward, raised his axe 
and with a single blow cut off his head… 
There was certainly Divine irony in the fact 
that 22 June, the date of the execution, was 
the Feast of St. Alban, the first Martyr for 
the Faith in Britain. If the king had realized 
this he would certainly have arranged for the 
execution of Cardinal Fisher to take place on 
another day…. The remains were removed 
and reburied in the little church of St. Peter-
ad-Vincula in the Tower, near the body of 
St. Thomas More whose predetermined sen-
tence of death had been pronounced in West-
minster Hall on 1 July 1535. 

Hugh Williams heads St Edward’s Press Ltd., 

a family run publishing company.   

Visit website at www.stedwardspress.co.uk  

All,  Forty Martyrs of England 

& Wales, please pray for us— 

Feast Day 25 October. 
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Catholic Truth Conference  
Saturday,  25 March, 2023 

1pm—6.30pm 
Registration 12.30pm 

The Incarnation—God Become Man— is thus announced and commemorated on this Feast when we  

celebrate the great Truth that God became Man and lived among us. At this Conference we ask… 
 

Where is He now?  

 Speakers, to include the following, will address this key question by examining  

a range of topics, under the umbrella of  
 

The Church & The World  

“Do not worry about tomorrow…” (Matthew 6:34) 

Where is Christ in the Climate “Emergency”? 
 

Ellen Ward 
Lay Catholic Activist 

“Go, therefore, teach ye all nations…” (Matthew 28:19) 

Missing in Action: How “Catholic” are Young Catholics?   
 

        Anthony Wolfenden 

    Student (17 ) 
   

The Mass & The Priesthood  

 

 Clergy who offer both the Novus Ordo Missae and the Traditional Latin Mass  

will answer questions from the audience. 
 

in 
The Burnside Hotel 

7 East Kilbride Rd, Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 5EA   
The Burnside Hotel is on the outskirts of Glasgow and is twenty minutes from Glasgow International Airport.  

There is free on-site car parking, and good public transport links close by, both bus and train.  
 

Tickets £10/£5 Senior Citizens and under 18s (includes afternoon Tea/Coffee/Biscuits)  

If you wish to stay on for the evening meal, add £20.95 pp / £8.95 per child’s meal, and state choices—see p.7.  
 

To book write to:  

Catholic Truth, Clyde Offices, 2nd Floor, 48 West George Street, Glasgow, G2 1BP, Scotland,  

Make cheques payable to Catholic Truth; or pay by bank transfer—details follow: 

Bank of  Scotland, (sort code) 80-02-77 (Account No) 00297058 

email editor@catholictruthscotland.com to request tickets & provide postal address.   

If you prefer, email tickets will be sent to you.   
 

Note:  Be assured that, in the (we hope) unlikely event of a Government intervention such as the lockdown which forced the venue  

to cancel our March 2020 Conference, all monies will be refunded by us for ticket & meal bookings.   

If you book accommodation in the hotel, you should check their policy on cancellation/refund separately.  

For those who wish to stay overnight, special discount applies: £70.00 for a single room and £80 for a twin/double.  
 

Important Notice...   
 

As soon as the August newsletter was published, bookings (and evening meal choices) began to arrive,  

so early booking is recommended, to avoid disappointment.  
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Conference   

Evening Meal  
If you wish to book for the evening meal at the end of the Conference on  25 March 2023, please add the price of the 

meal(s) to your ticket booking, and include your preferences from the menu (s) below. Please also  advise of any 

necessary dietary requirements.  Thank you.   

Note: if you are coming alone to the conference, please do not let that prevent you from booking for the meal—you 

will be made very welcome and you will, without doubt, enjoy the friendliness which is a feature of our conferences.  

Function Menu £20.95           
                                                                                                                                    

Smoked Salmon & Prawn Roulade 

Served with Lemon Crème Fresh 

 

Chicken Liver Pate 

With Oaties, Chutney and dressed leaves 

 

Tomato & Red Pepper Soup 

Served with a Crusty Roll 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Roast Beef with Yorkshire Pudding 

In a Red Wine Jus 

Goose Fat Roast Potatoes & Panache of Vegetables 

 

Pan Seared Supreme of Chicken 

Served in a White Wine & Asparagus Cream 

Panache of Vegetables & Fondant Potato 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Chocolate Delice 

Served with Raspberry Puree & Honeycomb Ice Cream 

 

Vanilla Cheesecake 

Served with Chantilly Cream & Fruit Compote 

 

* * * * * 
 

Freshly Ground Coffee and Mints 

                                                                            
Kids Menu 

3 Course £8.95 

 

Soup 

 

Garlic Bread 

 

******** 

 

Chicken Nuggets & Fries 

 

Pizza & Fries 

 

Macaroni & Fries 

 

Burger & Fries 

 

******** 

2 scoops of Ice Cream 

 

Chocolate Brownie & Ice 
Cream 

B 



 8 

Your Letters 

N O T I C E S  

Thank you, most sincerely, to those who 
donated to our funds following the  
August newsletter.   

A special word of gratitude to our regular 
donors who support us via Standing  
Orders and PayPal. Your commitment 
helps us with our planning, so be assured 
of our genuine appreciation.   

For whosoever shall give 
you to drink, a cup of water 
in My name, because you 
belong to Christ: amen, I say 
to you, he shall not lose his  
reward. (Mark 9:40) 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Letters and Donations 
 

 Write to: 
 

Catholic Truth 

Clyde offices 

2nd Floor,  

48 West George Street, 

Glasgow, G2 1BP. 

Scotland. 
 

Email  
editor@catholictruthscotland.com 

 

Please make cheques payable to  

Catholic Truth   

 

Visit our Blog 

htpps://catholictruthscotland.com 

 

Re. Faith & Morality Matters, Q & A on 

doubting, published  in the August 2022 

newsletter (Issue # 130) 

I found the answer to Sarah of Shawlands on 
doubting the faith very helpful indeed in the 
August newsletter.  It’s something I’ve found 
difficult to explain, why it’s wrong to doubt, 
but Aunt Evangeline’s answer, and the article 
Doubt Vs Faith Seeking Understanding, is 
very clear; to ask a question to understand 
better is not the same as doubting. Thanks for 
that.  I’ve shared this with other people who 
think doubting shows intelligence!  They’ll 
understand better now, I’m sure.  
Name Withheld, Glasgow 

7 October…  

Remember to honour  

Our Lady on the  

Feast of the  

Most Holy Rosary  

Re. Pope Francis Preaches Politics (Again)

…  published  in the August 2022 newsletter 

(Issue # 130) 

The part of the article on Pope Francis 
preaches politics about the dire climate emer-
gency predictions that have not come true, 
was fantastically helpful.  So, England would 
not exist in the year 2000?  What a lot of egg 
that climate “expert” now has stuck to his 
face!   Not that anyone is paying attention, 
but the fanatics still believe the rubbish that is 
trotted out by the prophets of doom in the 
“environmentalist movement”.  AL, Ayr 

N O T I C E . . .  

Please pray for the repose of the soul of English reader, Mr Jim Allen, who  
supported our work in many ways, often contributing letters and articles to this 
newsletter.  We recently discovered that he passed away probably around March/
April last year.   

 

Jim died in the nursing home in Torquay in which he’d lived for quite some time.  
We were not told about his death, so we continued to send the newsletter to his 
Torquay nursing home address.  When it dawned on us that it was an unusually 
long time since we’d heard from Jim, we decided to ring the Home and enquire. 
How sad to learn of his passing.  Jim was a convert and his letters were published 
frequently in the Catholic press in England, notably the Catholic Times, over a 
period of years, as well as here, at Catholic Truth, where his love for the Faith—
and his mischevious sense of humour—shone through.   
 

We ask readers’ prayers for the repose of Jim’s soul.  May he rest in peace.  

A few short years ago, an openly lesbian 
woman entered the Rose of Tralee  
Competition and, as expected, won. 

This year it has been announced that a man 
(trans woman) will be in the line-up (Irish 
Daily Mail, 16/8/22, Opinion column).   

 

And just recently, Penney’s nationwide 
branches of clothes stores have combined 
their separate Men’s and Women’s chang-
ing rooms into unisex only. It almost goes 
without saying that this move will encour-
age sexual perverts like a magnet, as has 
been reported in some mixed hospital 
wards and public toilets. However, this 
change may backfire on Penney’s as they 
were always choc-a-bloc with endless 
queues for the changing rooms, but now 
the queues seem to have vanished and this 
could well result in loss of profits.  

 

I often compare the breakdown of moral 
law to the mandatory Highway Code in 
which drivers have to keep left and obey 
traffic lights in order to avoid chaos and 
loss of life.  

 

By contrast, our moral “Highway Code” 
used to be the inspiring Penny Catechism 
but that has long been abandoned by the 
Church which remains silent on moral 
issues and all the never-ending Godless 
laws passed by most governments through-
out the world, causing turmoil everywhere.   

 

The depiction of Satan as an upside down 
man is appropriate for these times in which 
bad is now good and good is now bad.   

 

I hope and pray that the Consecration of 
Russia to Our Lady will be achieved during 
the next papacy when, as promised, the 
Church will be restored to her former glory 
and the whole world will be converted. 
Patricia Shepherd, Co. Kerry, Eire 
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England: New Cardinal, Roche, On How to  

Become Protestant—Attend Latin Mass!  

 

 

Liturgy Correspondent 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

VATICAN CITY (LifeSiteNews: Newly 
appointed Cardinal Arthur Roche, head of 
the Vatican’s liturgy department – the  
Congregation for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments (CDW) – has 
stated that devotion and adherence to the 
Latin Mass is a mark of being “more 
Protestant than you are Catholic.”   
Ed: Goodness knows what the countless saints 
and martyrs are saying about that during their 
morning coffee break in Head Office... 

 

Cardinal Arthur Roche made his com-
ments in conversation with two Rome  
correspondents for dissident publications 
The Tablet and he National Catholic Re-
porter. (For “publications” read “rags”—Ed.)   

 

As head of the Congregation (now 
Dicastery) for Divine Worship, Roche has 
been notable in his defence and promotion 
of Pope Francis’ severe restrictions on the 
traditional Mass as contained in Traditionis 
Custodes, as well as his own subsequent 
Responsa ad dubia which contained even 
further restrictions.  

 

The Novus Ordo Mass, born out of and after 
the Second Vatican Council, was part of a 
necessary “reform,” said Roche. “After two 
world wars which had been initiated in the 
heart of Christian Europe, it was obvious 
that there needed to be an enormous reform 
within the Church,” he stated.  
Ed: Baloney. With respect, of course.  

 

Citing this “reform,” Roche criticized “those 
who are dragging their feet,” suggesting that 
by opposing this “reform” they are becom-
ing “Protestant.” 
Ed:  Wrong way round. It’s the “reform” that’s 
Protestant. Through and, as they say, through.  

 

That reform is taking place, but it’s a slow 
process because there are those who are 
dragging their feet with regard to this and 
not only dragging their feet but stubbornly 
opposing what the Church has actually de-
creed.  That’s a very serious matter. In the 
end, people have to ask themselves: am I 
really a Catholic, or am I more of a 
Protestant?  
Ed: But isn’t it the ecumenical thing to do, to 
become more “Protestant”? It’s getting harder 
and harder to read the room, as the saying goes.  
 

He described the Second Vatican Council as 
“the highest legislation that exists in the 
Church,” claiming that “if you disregard 
that, you are putting yourself sideways, to 
the edges of the Church. You are becoming 
more Protestant than you are Catholic.”  
Ed: Falsehood. Vatican II was the offline  
equivalent of a social media chat-room.  See 
column 3.  

 

Prior even to the 2021 release of  
Traditionis Custodes, Roche penned a letter 
to the bishops of the world in 2020, attack-
ing the traditional Mass and praising the 
Second Vatican Council’s paradigm shift in 
its view of the Church. He hailed the fact 
that the Council had removed the notion of 

the Church as a “perfect society and a world 
power to be contended with,” and instead 
was viewed as “constantly open to reform 
and conversion.”  
Ed: False. In his book, the Catholic  
Controversy, the great Doctor of the Church, St 
Francis de Sales reminds us that, as the perfect 
and spotless Bride of Christ, the Church is in no 
need for reform. Individual souls, e.g.  
Cardinal Roche, need constant reform and 
conversion, but not Christ’s Spotless Bride.  

 

Roche described the Novus Ordo, as the 
“good fruit from the tree of the Church” and 
called it an “ecclesiastical duty” to imple-
ment the Novus Ordo… 
Ed:  I’ll never need laughing pills again.  
 

Roche’s most recent comments, exaggerat-
ing the weight of Vatican II – echoing simi-
lar comments he has made previously – 
come in contradiction to the words of Pope 
John XIII, who in his opening address for 
the Council described it as only “pastoral.” 
Ed:  See column 3 for Pope John XXIII’s own 
words, emphasising the limited purpose of V2.  

 

Roche’s comments attacking devotees of 
the Latin Mass as “Protestant” build upon a 
number of interviews he has given in the 
last 12 months.  

 

In late 2021, Roche described the current 
provision of the Latin Mass as an 
“experiment” which “has not entirely been 
successful.” 
Ed:  The real problem?  It’s been far too  
successful for modernists like Roche.  

 

Then speaking to Vatican News after Fran-
cis announced Roche would be made cardi-
nal, the Yorkshire-born prelate stated that 
the liturgical “reform” of the Council was 
“not something to be taken as an option.”   
Ed:  This man is making a career out of being 
wrong. In his discourse closing the Council, 
Pope Paul VI echoed the words of John XXIII.  
(Check it out, 7 December, 1965.)  

 

Yet Roche’s moves against the traditional 
Mass have been criticized by the former 
prefect of the Apostolic Signatura, his (now 
fellow cardinal) Raymond Leo Burke.  

Speaking to Ed Pentin of the National 
Catholic Register in February, Burke de-
scribed Roche’s Responsa ad dubia as 
“confused” and “contradictory.” Burke 
stated that “what the congregation [CDW] 
pretends is not only contrary to the good 
order of the Church but contrary to reason.”   

Now raised to the cardinalate, Roche looks 
set to continue his restrictions on the Latin 
Mass in line with Pope Francis, with the 
new cardinal addressing the Pontiff on Sat-
urday thus: “Our mission today is to help 
you carry this cross and not to increase its 
weight.”  
 

(To read entire report, visit Lifesitenews.com 
and search for Cardinal  Roche: Devotion to the 
Latin Mass instead of Novus Ordo is ‘more 
Protestant than Catholic’). 

Pope John XXIII: Opening Address at 

Second Vatican Council — Extracts… 

This twenty-first Ecumenical Council   
[must] give to the world the whole of 
that doctrine which has become the 

common heritage of mankind—to transmit it in all 
its purity, undiluted, undistorted.   

 

What is needed at the present time is a new  
enthusiasm, a new joy and serenity of mind in 
the unreserved acceptance by all of the entire 
Christian faith, without forfeiting that accuracy 
and precision in its presentation which character-
ized the proceedings of the Council of Trent and 
the First Vatican Council.  

 

What is needed, and what everyone imbued with 
a truly Catholic and apostolic spirit craves today, 
is that this doctrine shall be more widely known, 
more deeply understood, and more penetrating 
in its effects on men's moral lives. What is need-
ed is that this certain and immutable doctrine, to 
which the faithful owe obedience, be studied 
afresh and reformulated in contemporary terms. 
For this deposit of faith, or truths which are con-
tained in our time-honoured teaching is one 
thing; the manner in which these truths are set 
forth (with their meaning preserved intact) is 
something else. (Emphasis added).  
 

We must work out ways and means of expound-
ing these truths in a manner more consistent 
with a predominantly pastoral view of the 
Church's teaching office. 
 

In these days, which mark the beginning of this 
Second Vatican Council, it is more obvious than 
ever before that the Lord's truth is indeed  
eternal. Human ideologies change. Successive 
generations give rise to varying errors, and these 
often vanish as quickly as they came, like mist 
before the sun. 
 

The Church has always opposed these errors, 
and often condemned them with the utmost 
severity. Today, however, Christ's Bride prefers 
the balm of mercy to the arm of severity. She 
believes that, present needs are best served by 
explaining more fully the purport of her  
doctrines, rather than by publishing  
condemnations.  
(The above speech widely available to read in full 
online.) 
 

Second Vatican Council 1962-1965 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/rome-drops-new-bombshells-on-traditional-mass/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-restrictions-of-the-latin-mass-are-confused-and-contradictory-cdl-burke/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-restrictions-of-the-latin-mass-are-confused-and-contradictory-cdl-burke/
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Thinking Through Catholic Truth 
I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls 

St John Ogilvie  Rosary Miracles... 

The following accounts of miracles are taken from various sources...  

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

In “Rosarium Virginis Mariae,” Pope John 
Paul II writes: “The Rosary, though clearly 
Marian in character, is at heart a Christo-
centric prayer—With the Rosary, the  
Christian people sits at the school of Mary 
and is led to contemplate the beauty on the 
face of Christ and to experience the depths 
of his love. Through the Rosary the faithful 
receive abundant grace, as though from the 
very hands of the Mother of the Redeemer.”  

 

The Rosary has saved lives; it has saved 
souls in our world and in Purgatory. The 
extraordinary power of the Rosary has re-
sulted in many miracles, of various kinds. 
Below are some astounding miracles  
associated with the Rosary.  

 

Saint Dominic and the Albigensians  

 

In France in the 1100s and 1200s, the 
minds of Catholics were corrupted by 
heretics. The heretics, known as Albi-

gensians, convinced many Catholics to kill 
themselves, so that they could be free from 
their bodies, which the Albigensians said 
were evil. Around 1214, Blessed Mother 
gave the Rosary to St. Dominic to defeat 
them and to stop the horrific lies they were 
spreading. Not only did he defeat them, he 
faithfully encouraged people to pray the 
Rosary to honour Jesus and Blessed Mother.  

 

In “The Secret of the Rosary,” St. Louis De 
Montfort wrote about St. Dominic’s  
devotion: “As a reward he received count-
less graces from her; exercising her great 
power as Queen of Heaven she crowned his 
labors with many miracles and prodigies,” 
he wrote. “Almighty God always granted 
him what he asked through Our Lady. The 
greatest honour of all was that she helped 
him crush the Albigensian heresy and made 
him the founder of a great religious order.”  

 

Fatima Miracle of the Sun  

 

In 1917, Our Lady appeared to three shep-
herd children – St. Jacinta, St. Francisco and 

Lucia – in the Cova da Iria in Fati-
ma, Portugal, following visits from 
an angel who appeared after the 

children said the Rosary. Between May 13 
and October 13 of that year, Our Lady ap-
peared to the children six times. Not only 
did she ask them to pray the Rosary every 
day to bring peace to the world and to end 
World War I, she identified herself as Our 
Lady of the Rosary, and she held a radiant 
Rosary in her hands.  

 

On October 13, 1917 – because Our Lady  
had promised Lucia that she would perform 
a miracle so great that nobody could doubt 
the apparitions – around 70,000 people had 
gathered to witness what is now known as 
the Miracle of the Sun. The crowd watched 
as the sun burst through the clouds, looking 
like a silver sphere that spun or danced in 
the sky. Its rays illuminated areas in brilliant 

colours. Then, it seemed to hurl itself to-
ward the crowd, completely drying all the 
mud and rain-soaked clothing, before zip-
ping back up into the sky. Some people 
were cured of diseases. Many others  
converted.  

 

Freedom For Brazil   

 

The message of Our Lady of Fatima also 
played a huge role in another  
“Rosary miracle”. In the early 1960s, 
Brazil’s president, Joao Goulart, was 
preparing to spread Communism 

throughout the country. It seemed inevita-
ble that Communist rule would soon take 
over the country, as had happened to Cuba. 
But not everyone was willing to lose their 
freedom and succumb to likely defeat. 
Cardinal de Barros Camara told the people 
of Brazil that they could overthrow the 
threat by heeding the instructions of Our 
Lady of Fatima to pray and do penance.   

 

Shortly after, Dona Amelia Bastos, a 59-
year-old former schoolteacher and wife of 
a retired army doctor, gathered about thirty 
female friends and neighbors to form the 
first chapter of CAMDE (Campaign of 
Women for Democracy), a group that 
spread its message of peacefully fighting a 
Communist takeover to hundreds of thou-
sands of women throughout the country. 
Many of them took part in Rosary rallies. 
One Sao Paulo rally was called the “March 
of the Family with God Toward Freedom.” 
It included more than 600,000 women 
carrying prayerbooks and rosaries as they 
marched with anti-communist banners, and 
it and other Rosary rallies played a central 
role in eventually overthrowing President 
Goulart and thwarting a Communist takeo-
ver with amazingly little military action 
needed.  In gratitude to God, the women of 
Brazil held an even larger march the day 
after they had succeeded in preserving their 
freedom. The march, which was called 
“March of Thanksgiving to God,” included 
more than one million people.  

 

Salvation of a King  

 

Praying the Rosary led to salvation for 
Alphonsus, King of Leon and Gali-
cia. The king constantly wore a 
large rosary on his belt to inspire 
others to pray it and honour Our 

Lady, even though he didn’t pray it. One 
day, after he became so ill that it was be-
lieved that he wouldn’t live much longer, 
he had a vision. In it, he was being judged 
and was just about to be cast to hell, when 
Our Lady interceded for him.  

 

St. Louis De Montfort described what  
happened next. In “The Secret of the  
Rosary,” he wrote: “She called for a pair 
of scales and had his sins placed in one of 
the balances whereas she put the rosary 
that he had always worn on the other 

scale, together with all the Rosaries that 
had been said because of his example. It 
was found that the Rosaries weighed more 
than his sins. Looking at him with great 
kindness Our Lady said: ‘As a reward for 
this little honour that you paid me in wear-
ing my Rosary, I have obtained a great 
grace for you from my Son. Your life will be 
spared for a few more years. See that you 
spend these years wisely, and do penance.’  

 

When the King regained consciousness he 
cried out: “Blessed be the Rosary of the 
Most Holy Virgin Mary, by which I have 
been delivered from eternal damnation!”  

 

After he had recovered his health he spent 
the rest of his life spreading devotion to the 
Holy Rosary and said it faithfully every day.  

 

The Healing of The Rosary Priest  

 

Praying the Rosary led to healing for the 
Servant of God Fr. Patrick Peyton, 
who became known as the Rosary 
Priest. In 1938, after he had immi-

grated to the United States from Ireland but 
before he was ordained, he became very ill 
and was diagnosed with advanced Tubercu-
losis, which was incurable at the time. After 
his sister suggested that he pray to Our Lady 
for her intercession, he consecrated himself 
to Mary and began devoutly praying the 
Rosary. To the astonishment of his doctors, 
he was completely and miraculously cured, 
and he promised Our Lady that he would 
spend his life promoting the Rosary.  Fr 
Peyton, who coined the phrase “the family 
that prays together stays together,” encour-
aged many to pray the Rosary. In 1992, he 
passed away peacefully with a rosary in his 
hands, and he’s now being considered for 
canonisation.   

 

Safety From Nuclear Blast in Hiroshima  

 

In 1945, during WWII, eight Jesuit priests 
were living in a parish house less 
than one mile from where the atomic 
bomb was dropped on the Japanese 

town of  Hiroshima.  While the church next 
to the parish house was completely de-
stroyed and thousands of people were killed 
and thousands of people suffered tremen-
dously from radiation exposure, the house 
remained standing and the eight missionary 
priests miraculously survived. It was also 
miraculous and inexplicable that none of the 
eight Jesuits suffered from radiation expo-
sure.  

 

In the years following the blast, they were 
examined many times, and they lived for 
many years after it. When the priests were 
interviewed, they repeatedly said why they 
believed they survived and why they had 
not suffered from radiation exposure as was 
expected. They attributed their survival to 
the fact that they were living the message of 
Fatima. They said that they had prayed the 
Rosary faithfully in that house every day. 
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Faith &  

Morality Matters 
Your Problems Answered 

Aunt Evangeline 

Maura from Milngavie writes…  

My daughter is at the stage where she’s 
thinking about university.  I’m not keen at 
all, because of the “woke” nonsense, with 
classic English literature being given 
“trigger warnings” because they are thought 
to be politically incorrect in one way or 
another. That sort of thing. I don’t want her 
getting influenced by any of that nonsense, 
but I’m afraid to be  too vocal about it in 
case that pushes her to apply.  What would 
you advise?  

Aunt Evangeline replies... 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

You are wise not to press her on 
this. Instead, it might be worth 
planting the seed of thinking 
about applying to a Catholic 
university abroad. Thomas 
Aquinas College (TAC), for 
example, offers a Liberal Arts 
Degree Course and there is a campus in 
California and in New England.   

 

Their website refers to learning “Under the 
Light of Faith” where “The intellectual 
tradition and moral teachings of the  
Catholic Church infuse the whole life of 
Thomas Aquinas College, illuminating the 
curriculum and the community alike.”   

 

UK universities will provide a Catholic 
chaplaincy. However, students are still ex-
posed to spiritual and moral danger through, 

for example, visiting speakers: “ex-priests” 
and modernists in general are often invited 
to address Catholic students. The majority 
of the students have not been taught the 
Faith and so cannot spot the errors they are 
hearing/reading.  

 

On the other hand, the curriculum at TAC is 
rigorous: Truth, and nothing less, sets men 
free; and because truth is both natural and 
supernatural, the College’s curriculum 
aims at both natural and divine wisdom.  

 

Add to that, the college’s reputation for 
encouraging vocations: In 2007, the  
Congregation for Catholic Education’s 
Office for Vocations asked then-College 
president Dr. Thomas E. Dillon to give an 
account for this phenomenon — why do so 
many priestly and religious vocations come 
from Thomas Aquinas College?  

 

You can read the results of that enquiry, 
with quotes from former students who be-
came priests and religious, in the Vocations 
section of the college website.  
https://www.thomasaquinas.edu   

It would be worthwhile asking your  
daughter to visit the TAC website and to 
give some thought to applying. Otherwise, 
you can only assist her in examining the 
available options, and then pray...  

 

St Thomas Aquinas, patron of students, 
pray for us; St Gemma Galgani, patron of 
students, pray for us!   

Life of St Gemma Galgani 

Patron Saint of Students  

 

 

Thinking Through Sanctity Department  

St. Gemma Galgani, patron saint of  
students and others, taught valuable  
lessons about faith during her brief lifetime 
(from 1878 - 1903 in Italy). One of those 
lessons is how guardian angels can give 
people wise guidance for every aspect of 
their lives. Below, a biography of Saint 
Gemma Galgani and a look at some of the 
miracles from her life.  

 

Feast Day—April 11th   

 

Patron Saint of students; pharmacists; 
people struggling with temptation; people 
seeking greater spiritual purity; people who 
are grieving the deaths of parents; and 
people suffering from headaches,  
tuberculosis, or back injuries.   

 

Guardian Angel  

 

Gemma reported that she often communi-
cated with her guardian angel, who she 
says helped her pray, guided her, corrected 
her, humbled her, and encouraged her 
when she was suffering. "Jesus has not left 
me alone; He makes my guardian angel 
stay with me always," Gemma once said.  

 

Germanus Ruoppolo, a priest who served 
as Gemma's spiritual director, wrote about 
her relationship with her guardian angel in 
his biography of her, The Life of St. Gem-
ma Galgani: "Gemma saw her guardian 
angel with her own eyes, touched him with 
her hand, as if he were a being of this 
world, and would talk to him as would one 
friend to another.  
He let her see him sometimes raised in the 
air with outspread wings, with his hands 
extended over her, or else hands joined in 
an attitude of prayer. At other times he 
would kneel beside her."   

 

In her autobiography, Gemma recalls a 
time when her guardian angel appeared 
while she was praying and encouraged her: 
"I became absorbed in prayer. I joined my 
hands and, moved with heartfelt sorrow for 
my countless sins, I made an act of deep 
contrition. My mind was wholly plunged in 
this abyss of my crime against my God 
when I beheld my Angel standing by my 
bed. I felt ashamed of being in his pres-
ence. He instead was more than courteous 
with me, and said, kindly: 'Jesus loves thee 
greatly. Love Him greatly in return.'"   

 

Gemma also writes about when her guardi-
an angel gave her spiritual insight into why 
God was choosing not to heal her of a 
physical illness she was going through: 
"One evening, when I was suffering more 
than usual, I was complaining to Jesus and 
telling him that I would not have prayed so 
much if I had known that He was not going 
to cure me, and I asked Him why I had to 
be sick this way. My angel answered me as 
follows: 'If Jesus afflicts you in your body, 
it is always to purify you in your soul. Be 
good.'" 

After Gemma recovered from her illness, she 
recalls in her autobiography that her guardi-
an angel became even more active in her 
life: "From the moment I got up from my sick 
bed, my guardian angel began to be my mas-
ter and guide. He corrected me every time I 
did something wrong. ... He taught me many 
times how to act in the presence of God; that 
is, to adore Him in His infinite goodness, His 
infinite majesty, His mercy and in all His 
attributes." 
 

Famous Miracles  
 

While numerous miracles have been attribut-
ed to Gemma's intervention in prayer after 
her death in 1903, the three most famous are 
those that the Catholic Church investigated 
during the process of considering Gemma 
for sainthood. One miracle involved an el-
derly woman who had been diagnosed by 
doctors as terminally ill with stomach can-
cer. When people placed a relic of Gemma 
on the woman's body and prayed for her 
healing, the woman fell asleep and woke up 
the next morning cured. Doctors confirmed 
that cancer had completely disappeared from 
her body.  

 

Believers say the second miracle happened 
when a 10-year-old girl who had cancerous 
ulcers on her neck and left side of her jaw 
(which had not been successfully treated 
with surgery and other medical interven-
tions) placed a photo of Gemma directly on 
her ulcers and prayed: "Gemma, look at me 
and have pity on me; please cure me!"  
Immediately afterward, doctors reported, the 
girl was cured of both the ulcers and cancer.  

 

The third miracle that the Catholic Church 
investigated before making Gemma a saint 
involved a farmer who had an ulcerous tu-
mour on his leg that had grown so large that 
it prevented him from walking. The man's 
daughter used a relic of Gemma to make the 
sign of the cross over her father's tumour and 
pray for his healing. By the next day, the 
tumour had disappeared and the skin on the 
man's leg had healed back to its normal state.  

 

Gemma died at age 25 on April 11, 1903, 
which was the day before Easter. Pope Pius 
XII canonized Gemma as a saint in 1940.1 

Footnote:  
 

1  
Hopler, Whitney. "Who Was Saint Gemma Galga-

ni?" Learn Religions, Feb. 8, 2021, learnreligions.com/

who-was-saint-gemma-galgani-124536. 

St Gemma Galgani 

https://www.thomasaquinas.edu/
https://www.learnreligions.com/catholicism-saints-4684876
https://www.learnreligions.com/christ-krishna-connection-1770450
https://www.learnreligions.com/christ-krishna-connection-1770450
https://www.learnreligions.com/your-own-guardian-angel-123820
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-a-miracle-124440
https://www.learnreligions.com/protect-yourself-from-fallen-angels-demons-123822
https://www.learnreligions.com/miracle-prayer-for-marriage-124434
https://www.learnreligions.com/your-own-guardian-angel-123820
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-do-guardian-angels-do-123811
https://www.learnreligions.com/religious-texts-4684822
https://www.learnreligions.com/contacting-your-guardian-angel-visual-messages-124360
https://www.learnreligions.com/contacting-your-guardian-angel-visual-messages-124360
https://www.learnreligions.com/why-do-angels-have-wings-123809
https://www.learnreligions.com/pray-more-powerfully-for-miracles-124690
https://www.learnreligions.com/miracle-prayer-for-healing-an-illness-124431
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-a-miracle-124440
https://www.learnreligions.com/famous-quotes-about-guardian-angels-124310
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When Irish 

Eyes Are 

NOT  

Smiling 

Leprechaun 

Irish [Protestant] Teacher Jailed 

For Refusing to Call a Boy a Girl 
What’s wrong with the man, at all, at all…  

 

Molly McJig 

From The Irish Daily Mail, 17/8/22.   

 

Headlined Give Women Equality In The 
Church, the usual dissenting desires are 
listed, from the members of the well-known 
It’s-a-miracle-we’re-still-in-the-Church 
brigade.  Breaking News:  you’re hardly “in 
the Church” when you don’t accept key 
doctrine and you want to change teachings 
which have been pronounced unchangeable, 
such as the ordination of women.  In 1994 
Pope John Paul II formally declared that the 
Church does not have the power to ordain 
women: “...in order that all doubt may be 
removed regarding a matter of great im-
portance, a matter which pertains to the 
Church’s divine constitution itself, in virtue 
of my ministry of confirming the brethren 
(cf. Luke 22:32) I declare that the Church 
has no authority whatsoever to confer 
priestly ordination on women and that this 
judgment is to be definitively held by all the 
Church’s faithful” (Ordinatio Sacerdotalis 4).    

 

Yet, according to the front page report in 
the Irish Daily Mail, the Catholic Church in 
Ireland, by not ordaining women makes 
them “second-class citizens”. How thick do 
you have to be to not understand that dog-
ma is not made in local churches, but 
passed on to the entire Church, down the 
centuries, and that it cannot be changed by 
the Archbishop of Dublin any more than it 
can be changed by the Archbishop of Glas-
gow.  Gimme peace.  

 

Other “reforms” being called for include, of 
course, an end to celibacy for priests,  
marriage for priests and “sweeping changes 
[in] attitudes towards the LGBTI+ commu-
nity, the divorced and single parents.”   

 

Proving how far-gone is the Faith in Ire-
land, this National Synthesis report can-
vassed the views of tens of thousands of 
Catholics across Ireland’s 26 dioceses, from 
2021. Instead of correcting the basic heresy 
that it is not within the power of the Church 
to change key teachings and the moral law, 
the hapless Archbishop of Dublin, Dermot 
Farrell said: “Anyone with two eyes in their 
head can see that renewal in our Church is 
clearly and urgently necessary.”  
 

And the archbishop is SO right: urgent 
renewal—I’d call it a clear-out—is crucial. 
Every bishop who thinks it’s appropriate to 
send this guff to Rome for serious consider-
ation at the forthcoming synod should take 
a hike. The Mountains of Mourne would do 
nicely. Nice scenery, lovely tune.  

Below, extracts from an article entitled The 
trans inquisition comes to Ireland: A teacher 
who refused to use preferred pronouns has 
landed himself in prison. which you can read 
in full at Spiked Online    
 

Standing up to trans ideology can come at a 
huge personal cost. And few have paid a 
heavier price than Irish schoolteacher Enoch 
Burke. Burke’s refusal to use a pupil’s pre-
ferred pronouns set off a chain of events that 
have now landed him in prison.   

 

Burke’s journey to a cell began in May. The 
headmistress of his school, the Wilson’s 
Hospital School in County Westmeath, is-
sued a request to staff to refer to a transition-
ing male pupil using the pronoun ‘they’. 
Burke refused, arguing that transgenderism 
was incompatible not only with his own 
religious beliefs as an evangelical Christian, 
but also with the school’s ethos as a Church 
of Ireland school. He is also alleged to have 
challenged the head, in a ‘heated’ manner, 
during a school function in June, asking her 
to withdraw her request for him to use trans 
pronouns. 

 

Burke was then suspended just before the 
start of the new autumn term, pending the 
outcome of a disciplinary process. But he 
refused to accept the suspension and contin-
ued to turn up at the school. He would most-
ly sit in an empty classroom.  

 

As Burke continued to defy the suspension, 
the school’s management obtained an in-
junction against him. And then yesterday, 
when Burke turned up to school, the police 
arrested him for breaching the terms of the 
court order.  

 

Although it was Burke’s breach of the in-
junction that ultimately led to his imprison-
ment, what led him to this point is clear. 
There would have been no suspension and 
then no court order had he not refused to use 
the pupil’s preferred pronouns. Matters only 
escalated because adherence to trans ideolo-
gy is now entirely non-negotiable. As Burke 
put it himself in court yesterday: ‘I am here 
today because I would not call a boy a girl.’   

 

According to Burke, he had no option but to 
take a stand and defy the attempts to punish 
him. To accept the school’s suspension, he 
said, would mean accepting that his religious 
beliefs and his rejection of transgenderism 
constituted a form of ‘gross misconduct’. 
‘Were I to obey the order of the [school] and 
the order of the court, I would have to accept 
that sticking by my belief in male and fe-
male is wrong’, he told the court. ‘It is in 
violation of my conscience.’   

 

The court took no heed of this argument. ‘I 
order he be committed to Mountjoy Prison 
and remain therein until he purges his con-
tempt or until further order of this court’, 
decreed the judge. Of course, for Burke to 

‘purge his contempt’ would mean having 
to recant – to accept that he was wrong to 
question transgenderism, and to concede to 
the school’s instruction to use preferred 
pronouns.   

 

This is where the trans inquisition has led 
us. Today we are forced to affirm the dog-
mas of a new quasi-religious cult. We are 
compelled to agree that a boy can become 
a girl. We are forced to reject the reality of 
biological sex and to instead affirm the 
fiction of gender identity. And we are co-
erced into adopting the trans movement’s 
rituals and language – from preferred pro-
nouns to gender-neutral terminology. If we 
do not comply, we will be hunted down 
and urged to recant. Burke’s refusal to 
relent put him on a collision course with 
his employer and then with the police and 
the courts.   

 

For every gender-critical voice targeted by 
the police, there are many more who have 
been cancelled, sacked or shamed. And by 
making an example of these heretics, the 
great and good send a message to everyone 
else: this is the price you pay for blasphe-
my, so think twice before airing your 
views.  

 

Enough is enough. The trans inquisition 
has run amok for too long. It’s time we 
stood up to this dogmatic and authoritarian 
movement.  

 

Fraser Myers is deputy editor at spiked 
and host of the spiked podcast. Follow 
him on Twitter: @FraserMyers 

Ed: Thanks to Mrs Shepherd in Ireland for  

sending several Irish newspaper reports about 

this, but the Spiked report got here first!  

We call the 
mother of a 
trans child, 
transparent.  

Now class, copy 

from the board into 

your books... 

https://www.spiked-online.com/2022/09/06/the-trans-inquisition-comes-to-ireland/
https://www.spiked-online.com/podcast/the-spiked-podcast/
https://twitter.com/FraserMyers
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J.M.J. The third part of the secret revealed 

at the Cova da Iria-Fátima, on 13 July 1917.  

“I write in obedience to you, my God, who 
command me to do so through his  
Excellency the bishop of Leiria and through 
your Most Holy Mother and mine. After the 
two parts which I have already explained, at 
the left of Our Lady and a little above, we 
saw an angel with a flaming sword in his left 
hand; flashing, it gave out flames that looked 
as though they would set the world on fire; 
but they died out in contact with the  
splendour that Our Lady radiated toward him 
from her right hand: pointing to the earth 
with his right hand, the angel cried out in a 
loud voice: ‘Penance, Penance, Penance!’ 

And we saw in an immense light that is God: 
‘something similar to how people appear in a 
mirror when they pass in front of it’ a bishop 
dressed in white ‘we had the impression that 
it was the Holy Father.’  

“Other bishops, priests, men and women 
religious going up a steep mountain, at the 
top of which there was a big cross of rough-
hewn trunks as of a cork tree with the bark; 
before reaching there the Holy Father passed 
through a big city half in ruins and half  
trembling with halting step, afflicted with 
pain and sorrow, he prayed for the souls of 
the corpses he met on his way; having 
reached the top of the mountain, on his 
knees at the foot of the big cross he was 
killed by a group of soldiers who fired bul-
lets and arrows at him, and in the same way 
there died one after another the other bish-
ops, priests, men and women religious, and 
various lay people of different ranks and 
positions.  
 
Beneath the two arms of the cross there were 
two angels each with a crystal aspersorium 
in his hand, in which they gathered up the 
blood of the martyrs and with it sprinkled the 
souls that were making their way to God.”  

Happy Christmas! 

In the months following the Church’s offi-
cial recognition and approval given to the 
Fatima Apparitions by Bishop José da Silva 
on October 13, 1930, Sister Lucia was over-
whelmed with inquiries and attention, to the 
extent that her health was threatened. In 
order to give her some needed rest, she was 
sent to stay for a short time in the home of 
her Mother Superior’s blood-sister in Rianjo, 
a small coastal city in Spain. No one in the 
town or even in that home, with the excep-
tion of Mother Superior’s sister, knew of 
Sister Lucia’s identity as the Fatima vision-
ary.   
 
August, 1931 

 

Thus it happened that on an unspecified day 
in August 1931, Sister Lucia was in the 
town’s chapel dedicated to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, praying fervently for the conver-
sion of Russia. Two years and two months 
had already passed since Heaven’s formal 
and dramatic request was given for the Pope 
and all of the Catholic bishops of the world 
to consecrate Russia to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary. This occurred on June 13, 1929 in 
the Trinitarian vision at Tuy. It had received 
virtually no response from the Church’s 
hierarchy.  

 

Our Lord complained to Sister Lucia of His 
ministers’ delay in executing His command, 
warning them at the same time of the terrible 
fate awaiting them on account of their diso-
bedience. Sister Lucia reported this im-
portant revelation to her bishop:   

 

“My confessor ordered me to inform Your 
Excellency about what happened a little 
while ago, between our Good God and my-
self: As I was asking God for the conversion 
of Russia, Spain and Portugal, it seemed that 
His Divine Majesty said to me:  

 

“You console Me a great deal in asking Me 
for the conversion of those poor nations: 
Request it also of My Mother, while saying 
to Her often: Sweet Heart of Mary, be the 
salvation of Russia, Spain, Portugal, Europe 
and the whole world.”  

 

“‘At other times say: By Thy Pure and Im-
maculate Conception, O Mary, obtain for me 
the conversion of Russia, Spain, Portugal, 
Europe and the whole world.’” 

 

“‘Make it known to My ministers, given that 
they follow the example of the King of 
France in delaying the execution of My com-
mand, they will likewise follow him into 
misfortune. It is never too late to have re-
course to Jesus and Mary.’”   
 

Fatima: Our Lord’s Terrible  

Warning to His Ministers   

 

Published at fatima.org, 26/8/22  

In another text she wrote:   

 

“Later, through an intimate 
communication, Our Lord 
complained to me: ‘They did 
not wish to heed My request! 
… Like the King of France 
they will repent of it, and they 
will do it, but it will be late.  

Russia will have already spread its errors 
in the world, provoking wars and persecu-
tions against the Church. The Holy Father 
will have much to suffer.’”   

 

Our Lord was here making an explicit 
reference to the request of the  
Sacred Heart given to the King of France 
through Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque on 
June 17, 1689. Our Lord asked Louis XIV, 
the famed “sun king,” to consecrate France 
to His Sacred Heart, promising in return to 
save France from its enemies. Louis XIV, 
Louis XV, and Louis XVI, following the 
unfortunate and unworthy advice of their 
Jesuit confessors, did not perform this 
consecration. As a result of this century-
long refusal, the French monarchy and the 
whole of France’s Catholic society were 
overthrown by the Protestant and Masonic 
Counter-Church’s plots in the course of the 
bloody terror of the French Revolution.  

 

On the Feast of the Sacred Heart (June 17, 
1789), exactly one hundred years to the 
day from when Saint Margaret Mary had 
been given that revelation of the great 
designs of Heaven for France, the Third 
Estate rose up and proclaimed itself the 
National Assembly, stripping King Louis 
XVI of his legislative authority. A mere 
four years later, on January 21, 1793, the 
revolutionaries sent the King to his death 
on the guillotine as if he were a common 
criminal.  

 

At Rianjo, Jesus warns us that this dark 
chapter of history will repeat itself, and 
this time the ministers of His Church will 
be prominent among its hapless victims.  

 

It would appear that this mass organized 
execution of the Pope, together with other 
bishops, priests, religious and laity – as if 
they were common criminals – is what is 
foretold in the vision of Fatima released on 
June 26, 2000. (See column 3). 

Originally published at fatima.org entitled:  

The Revelation at Rianjo –  

A Fatima Anniversary (August 1931) 

Vision Part of the 

Third Secret,  

Released by the  

Vatican in 2000.  

Sister Lucia writes... 

O my Jesus, forgive us our 

sins, save us from the fires 

of Hell;  lead all souls to  

Heaven, especially those in 

most need of Thy mercy.  

      (Fatima end-of-decade prayer) 
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Faith—Gift or Search?  
 

Romano Amerio 

Faith is a supernatural virtue, pertaining to 
our own power of  knowing, by which a 
man goes beyond his own limits and  
assents to things he cannot see precisely 
because of their being beyond his own  
limits.  According to Catholic teaching faith 
is a virtue that resides in man’s  intellect, 
just as charity resides in the will;  it is  
possible because, as we have said, man’s 
intellect is limited.   

 

The reason for faith is, on one side, this 
limitation of the intellect, and on the other, 
the authority of the revealed divine word. 
—note: all sciences are based on faith in 
that they receive from other sciences 
knowledge that they do not themselves 
prove, but believe on the authority of the 
sciences from which they receive them. This 
sort of thing also happens in ordinary  
social life.   

The fact that there has been a revelation 
pertains to history and has to be shown 
from history. The authority of the divine 
word is likewise something knowable by 
reason. It would be a vicious circle to say 
that man recognises God’s authority on 
God’s authority; the proposed revelation is 
accepted as authoritative because of  
arguments showing that it really does come 
from a God whose authority can be known 
by an analytical examination of the concept 
of God itself.  

 

All the sources of authority in the Catholic 
system are thus grounded on reason, and if 
reason submits to authority it is because 
reason itself has seen the need of submit-
ting.  Therefore, divine authority becomes 
the criterion that prevails over all others. 
The things Christians believe are thus  
certain since the grounds for believing them 
lie not in some property belonging to the 
creature, but in the truth of God’s own 
thought.  

Faith As Supernatural Gift Faith As Search 

All sciences are based on faith in 

that they receive from other  

sciences knowledge that they do 

not themselves prove, but believe 

on the authority of the sciences 

from which they receive them.  

This sort of thing also happens in 

ordinary social life.   

For the new theology, it is not stability that 
characterises real faith, but rather the  
mobility of an endless searching.  People 
even go so far as to say that an authentic 
faith must go into crisis, come through  
temptations and stay as far as possible from 
a state of rest. Objections to faith should 
abound because they stimulate us 
“continually to review and reconquer our 
own certainties about the Christian  
message” 1    

 

This dynamic view of faith is immediately 
derived from modernism, which holds that 
faith is produced by a feeling for the divine, 
and that conceptual truths that the intellect 
produces are merely changeable expressions 
of that feeling. More distantly, this view 
comes from the German transcendental 
philosophies that value becoming more than 
being and therefore value perennial doubt 
more than certainty and seeking more than 
finding.  This is the mentality that Lessing 
expressed so well in the parable in Eine 
Duplik. “If the infinite and omnipotent God 
were to give me the option between the gift 
in his right hand, which is the possessing of 
the truth, and the gift in his left, which is 
searching for the truth, I would humbly 
pray: O Lord, grant that I may search for 
the truth, for possessing it belongs only to 
you.2   

 

The mistake in this position lies in regard-
ing as humble, an attitude that that is really 
an intense form of pride. What is someone 
really preferring when he prefers searching 
for truth to truth itself? He is preferring his 
own subjective movement and the activity 
of the Ego more than the good that his  
powers of acting are given him to attain. In 
short, the Object is being valued less than 
the subject and an anthropocentric view is 
being adopted that is irreconcilable with 
religion,  which seeks the creature’s subjec-
tion to the Creator and teaches that in being 
thus subjected the creature finds its own 
satisfaction and perfection. The false view 
that values searching more than the truth is 
really a form of indifferentism. John Paul II 
has condemned it in these terms:  
 

“Another form of indifferentism towards the 
truth is to hold that it is more important that 
men should seek it than find it, on the 
grounds that definitive truth escapes them 
altogether.” From this there follows the 
error of “confusing the respect due to each 
person, whatever his ideas, with denying 
that an objective truth exists.”  

 

 
 

Footnotes: 

1  Osservatore Romano, 15-17 January, 1979 

2  Frankfurt edition 1778, p.10. The passage on the 
previous page makes the meaning of the parable 
explicitly: “It is not the truth that a man has or 
thinks he has that gives him his value, but the earnest 
effort that he has employed in order to attain it.”  

Iota Unum “Not one jot, nor one tittle, shall 

pass away” (Matthew 5:18): A Study of 

Changes in the Catholic Church in the XXth 

Century by Romano Amerio,  

ISBN 0-9639032-1-7   

Extracts taken from p.374-376 

Romano Amerio, episcopal consultant to 

the Central Preparatory Commission of 

Vatican II, has written the best book on 

the pre-Council, the Council, and post-

Council.        (Statement on book cover) 
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Clyde Offices, 2nd Floor, 48 West George Street, Glasgow, G2 1BP  

Email: editor@catholictruthscotland.com  
 

17 September, 2022 
 

His Majesty King Charles III  

Buckingham Palace  

London SW1A 1AA   

 

Sir,  

 

I write with concerns about your pledge – widely publicised across the internet – to protect the multiple faiths of a diverse  

Britain “no less diligently” than Christianity in your new role as head of the Church of England.  As you will know, your  

inherited title, Defender of the Faith (Fidei Defensor), was conferred on King Henry VIII by Pope Leo X by means of a papal 

bull, in recognition of the King’s defence of the Catholic religion, specifically the seven sacraments, against the attacks of the 

dissident priest Martin Luther.  There was, of course, no “Church of England” at that time – and, in any case, Henry’s ambition 

was not to launch a new Church but to be accepted as head of the Church in England – that is, he sought to replace the Pope as 

head of the only Church in existence, the Catholic Church.  As a Catholic myself, I believe it is important to remind you,  

respectfully, of the origin and nature of this designation obliging the monarch to defend the authentic Christian religion, which, 

in the nature of things, excludes the public defence of opposing religious claims.  

 

 

In the light of your pledge to non-Christians, therefore, it is timeous to reflect on the fact that the resultant split in Christendom 

following Henry’s defiance of the Pope’s authority, together with Luther’s apostasy, means that we now have widespread  

religious confusion.  We see people who are members of thousands of Protestant denominations, all claiming to be Christians 

while differing from one another in beliefs.  They have separated themselves from the Church founded by Christ and thus, 

predictably, having slipped their moorings, they are now drowning in a sea of confusion.   

 

 

Add to that, Sir, the confusion caused by your pledge to non-Christian religions to protect their beliefs, as if their man-made 

religions could possibly be on an equal footing with that established by Christ the King – the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.  

From the spiritual confusion of the Reformation era, then, we have moved into spiritual, religious, and moral chaos, with the 

error, now widespread, that one religion is as good as another.  How can this be the case when they contradict what God has 

revealed to us through Christ His Son, that He is the Way, the Truth and the Life? It cannot be charitable, surely, to conceal the 

truth that Christ is necessary for salvation. We have moved, perhaps inevitably, from the error of believing that one “Church”  

is as good as another, to believing that one religion is as good as another.  Pagan or Christian, it really doesn’t matter, is the  

attitude now abroad.  

 

 

Henry VIII has already gone to his judgment; standing before the terrible Judgment Seat of God, he has been held accountable 

for his role in leading souls out of the Church founded by Christ.  Each of us, whether our station in life be lofty or lowly, must 

also account for our efforts, or the lack thereof, to defend and spread the truths of the authentic Christian Faith.  We must show 

diligence, certainly, for the well-being of those who are not Christians. As individuals, they must enjoy our respect, but we risk 

offending God, and may suffer the loss of our own soul – and the souls of others under our influence – if we give public support 

to their false religions and erroneous beliefs.  

 

 

St Thomas More, credited with assisting King Henry VIII in writing the pamphlet that won him the title Defender of the Faith, 

poses a key question: “What does it avail to know that there is a God, which you not only believe by Faith, but also know by 

reason: what does it avail that you know Him if you think little of Him?”   

 

 

Your Majesty, my prayers – for what they are worth – are with you as you begin your reign, and I extend my sincere sympathy 

on the loss of your mother.  I have been praying for the repose of her soul. May she rest in peace. 

 

Yours faithfully  
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From the editor… 

Dear Reader… 

In his Opening Address to the Fathers of the 
Second Vatican Council, Pope John XXIII 

said:  In these days, which mark the  
beginning of this Second Vatican 
Council, it is more obvious than 
ever before that the Lord's truth is 

indeed eternal. Human ideologies change.  
Successive generations give rise to varying 
errors, and these often vanish as quickly as 
they came, like mist before the sun. 
 

The Church has always opposed these  
errors, and often condemned them with the 
utmost severity. Today, however, Christ's 
Bride prefers the balm of mercy to the arm 
of severity. She believes that present needs 
are best served by explaining more fully the 
purport of her doctrines, rather than by  
publishing condemnations.” 

Well, how wrong can you be…  

Just as he was named the new English  
cardinal, Arthur Roche, head of the  
Vatican’s liturgy department – the  
Congregation for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments (CDW) –  

Pope Francis & Cardinal Roche  
Suffering a “Balm of Mercy” By-Pass?                   

Vatican Correspondent  

condemned, out of hand, those who attend 
the Traditional Latin Mass, labelling them 
“Protestants”. Devotion and adherence to 
the Latin Mass, he says, is a mark of being 
“more Protestant than you are Catholic.”   

 

In these ecumenical days, of course, this 
might be taken as something of a compli-
ment, but coming hot on the heels of various 
derogatory comments from Roche, it is clear 
that he means to insult the traditional Mass 
and that he is determined to play his part in 
supporting Pope Francis’s efforts to stamp it 
out, once and for all (see.p.9)   

 

So much for the “balm of mercy”.  On the 
contrary, the suppression of the traditional 
Latin Mass appears to be a priority for this 
Pope and the new English cardinal. The 
“arm of severity” is, after all, alive and well 
in the post-Vatican II Church.  

The use of the Latin language, customary in a 
considerable portion of the Church, is a  
manifest and beautiful sign of unity, as well as 
an effective antidote for any corruption of 

doctrine truth. — Pope Pius XII  

When the great Greek cry breaks into the 

Latin of the Mass, as old as Christianity 

itself, it may surprise some to learn that 

there are a good many people in church who 

really do say kyrie eleison and mean exactly 

what they say. But anyhow, they mean what 

they say rather more than a man who begins 

a letter with "Dear Sir" means what he says. 

"Dear" is emphatically a dead word; in that 

place it has ceased to have any meaning. It 

is exactly what the Protestants would allege 

of Popish rites and forms; it is done rapidly, 

ritually, and without any memory even of the 

meaning of the rite. When Mr. Jones the 

solicitor uses it to Mr. Brown the banker, he 

does not mean that the banker is dear to 

him, or that his heart is filled with Christian 

love, even so much as the heart of some poor 

ignorant Papist listening to the Mass.    

                          — G.K. Chesterton  

During the days of mourning for the late 
Queen Elizabeth, commentators repeated, 
over and over again, that the reason for her 
enduring popularity, perhaps above every 
other attribute, was the fact that she was 
careful never to express her opinions about 
the issues of the day; she avoided all  
controversy. Nobody knew whether she 
held this or that view on any particular  
political matter, for example, and she  
described her religion as being a 
“framework” for how she lived her life:  
"For me the teachings of Christ and my own 
personal accountability before God provide 
a framework in which I try to lead my 
life."  (Christmas Broadcast 2000)  

 

This seems to refer to those teachings of 
Christ about practical charity, kindness, etc., 
given that, for example, publicly at least, 
there has been no indication that the late 
Queen ever opposed bad laws, such as the 
legalisation of abortion and same-sex 
“marriage”. Of course, we don’t know if she 
used her private and confidential meetings 
with politicians at home and abroad to try to 
prevent evil legislation, but, certainly for 
Catholics to treat the Faith as a mere 
“framework” is not quite the same as  
making it the centre of our lives.   

 

Avoiding controversy is certainly the way to 
go if being popular—or at least not being 
unpopular—is the aim. I wish I’d thought of 

it. As evil-doers continue their work of 
destroying the Church in its human  
element, diabolically infiltrating every 
corner of Christendom with heresies and  
blasphemies, schism spreading like wild-
fire, there is no corresponding increase in 
the number of Catholics fighting back. 
Apostasy and apathy are indistinguishable, 
more or less, since avoiding controversy is 
ironically, now synonymous with wisdom.    

 

One not so “wise” faithful voice in the 
wilderness is His Excellency Carlo Maria 
Archbishop Viganò, whose recent Declara-
tion regarding the “blessings” of homosex-
ual couples celebrated in Belgium, was 
published in The Remnant Newspaper, 
21/9/22:  

 

“With great scandal for the salvation of 
souls and the honour of the Church of 
Christ, the Bishops’ Conference of Belgium 
has approved and published a rite for the 
“blessing” of homosexual unions, brazenly 
contravening the immutable teaching of the 
Catholic Magisterium, which considers 
such unions “intrinsically perverse” and 
which, as such, not only may not bless 
them but rather must condemn them as 
contrary to the natural Moral law…It is 
now evident, beyond all doubt, that it is 
absolutely impossible to reconcile the 
teaching of the Gospel with the deviations 
of these heretics who abuse their power 
and authority as Pastors, using it for the 
very opposite purpose for which Christ 
instituted the Sacred Hierarchy in the 
Church.”   

 

Tongue-in-cheek, I have to suggest that the 

archbishop has perhaps forgotten Pope John 
XXIII’s dismissal of condemnation, prefer-
ring, instead, “the balm of mercy to the arm 
of severity” in the modern world (p.9).   

So, how come this retired archbishop, for-
mer papal nuncio in the USA, has taken to 
speaking out against the Francis pontificate? 
Some time ago, the archbishop explained:   

 

“To bear witness to corruption in the  
hierarchy of the Catholic Church was a 
painful decision for me, and remains so.  
But I am an old man, one who knows he 
must soon give an accounting to the Judge 
for his actions and omissions, one who fears 
him who can cast body and soul into hell. A 
Judge who, even in his infinite mercy, will 
render to every person salvation or  
damnation according to what he has  
deserved. Anticipating the dreadful question 
from that Judge –‘How could you, who had 
knowledge of the truth, keep silent in the 
midst of falsehood and depravity?’ – what 
answer could I give?”    

 

Like the archbishop, every one 
of us, ordained or lay, will have 
to account for our lives at the 
Judgment Seat of God. That’s a 
given. Catastrophe has struck: 
the Bride of Christ, Holy Mother 

Church, is under sustained severe Satanic 
assault—this is obvious to all but the most 
wilfully blind. The question is: What can I… 
what can you … do about it?   Can any of us, 
who have knowledge of this truth, possibly 
keep silent?  

 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us!  


